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Present positions 
● Distinguished senior research fellow, Department of Variation Linguistics, Meertens 
Instituut, Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences (KNAW), Amsterdam 
● Professor of Language Variation, Contact and Change, Department of Linguistics, Faculty 
of Arts, Radboud Universiteit Nijmegen 

 
 
 

Areas of interest 
Language variation, language contact and language change. With special attention to 
processes of sound change and to ethnolectal variation - from the perspectives of historical 
linguistics, dialectology, sociolinguistics, creole linguistics and phonological theory 

 
 
 

Working experience 
1983 - 1985 

Civil service, Dept of General Linguistics and Dialectology, University of Nijmegen. 
Teaching and research 

1985 - 1990 
Researcher, Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO). Dept of General 
Linguistics and Dialectology, University of Nijmegen. 

1990 - 1991 
Lecturer of linguistics, Dept of General Linguistics, University of Amsterdam (UvA). 

1991 - 1992 
Junior researcher, University of Nijmegen. 

1993 
Postdoc researcher, Niels Stensen Foundation (Niels Stensen Stichting). One-year travel 
grant. 

1994 
Postdoc researcher, National PhD Program (LOT) and Center for Language Studies (CLS), 
University of Nijmegen. 

1994 - 1997 
Postdoc researcher, Royal Netherlands Academy of Sciences, University of Nijmegen. 

May 1994 
With Dr. R. van Bezooijen (U of Nijmegen). 
Development and teaching of a PhD course: ‘Introduction to sociolinguistics’ for the regional 
(Nijmegen and Tilburg universities) PhD program (CLS). 

June 1995 
With Prof. Dr. R. van Hout (U of Tilburg). 
Development and teaching of a PhD course: ‘Recent developments in sociolinguistics’ for the 
national PhD program in linguistics (LOT / IFOTT). 

September 1995 
With Prof. Dr. R. van Hout (U of Tilburg). 
Organisation of International Workshop on Language Variation and Linguistic Theory, which 
took place at the University of Nijmegen. 



1995 - 1998 
With Prof. Dr. P. Auer (at the time University of Hamburg, at present University of 

Freiburg i. Br., Germany) founder and chairman of an international research network on 
"Social dialectology. The convergence and divergence of dialects in a changing Europe". In 
this network, which was financed by the European Science Foundation, eleven European 
states were officially represented. 

1996 - 1997 
Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Linguistics, Ohio State University (Columbus, 
Ohio). Teaching and PhD supervising. 

1997 - April 1999 
Postdoc researcher, University of Nijmegen. 

November 1998 
With Prof. Dr. P. Auer (University of Freiburg i. Br.) and Prof. Dr. W.U. Dressler (University 
of Vienna). 
Development and teaching of a PhD course: 'Language variation, language change and 
linguistic theory' for an international summerschool for PhD/students, which was organised 
at the U of Málaga by the aforementioned ESF international research network, in particular 
by Prof. Dr. J. Villena Ponsoda 

1998 
With Dr. P. Kerswill (Reading, UK), Prof. Dr. I.L. Pedersen (Kopenhagen), Prof. Dr. M. 
Turell Julià (Barcelona), Prof. Dr. J. Villena Ponsoda (Málaga) 
Founder and member of the international scientific comité of the International Conference on 
Language Variation in Europe (ICLaVE). 

April 1999 - October 2002 
Full professor of Dutch 
Abteilung Niederlandistik, Institut für Germanistik, Philologische Fakultät, University of 
Leipzig (Germany). 

2000 
With Dr. H. den Besten (U of Amsterdam), Dr. H. Ester (U’s of Amsterdam, Nijmegen) and 
Dr. J. Koch (U’s of Wroclaw, Poznan) 
Organisation of the European Workshop Afrikaans Extra Muros, the first edition of which 
took place at the University of Leipzig in September 2000. 

April 2002 
Kristiansand, Noorwegen 
Development and teaching of a PhD course on 'The relationship between language system 
and language use' for PhD-students, organised by the universities of Kristiansand, Oslo and 
Bergen (Norway). 

October 2002 - present 
Distinguished senior research follow 
Linguistics Dept, Meertens Instituut, Royal Netherlands Academy of Sciences (KNAW), 
Amsterdam. 

June 2003 
With Dr. Sj. Barbiers (Meertens Instituut). 
Development and teaching of a PhD course: ‘Language variation and formal linguistic 
theory’ at Universiteit Tilburg, for LOT, the Dutch national PhD programme for linguistics. 

September 2003 – September 2018 
Professor of Language Variation and change, Faculty of Arts, VU University, Amsterdam. 



June 2005 
Main organiser of the third edition of the International Conference on Language Variation in 
Europe (ICLaVE 3), June 2005, Amsterdam. 

Spring 2006 
With Prof. Dr. P. Auer (University of Freiburg i. Br.) and Prof.Dr. P. Kerswill (University of 
Lancaster, UK) 
Founder and editor of Benjamins book series ‘Studies in Language Variation’ (SiLV). 

Summer and fall 2007 
Member of the jury for the Price for the best PhD-thesis in linguistics, awarded by LOT, the 
Dutch national PhD programme for linguistics 

2006-2008 
With Dr. Harm Nijboer (at the time: Meertens Instituut): preparing the transition of written 
questionnaires to a digital, web-based system of crowd-sourcing for variationist linguistic and 
ethnological research & digitizing over seven decades of hand-written questionnaires 

2008-2018 
Erasmus teacher exchange agreement between linguists at the university of Patras (Dr. 
Dimitris Papazachariou and Dr. Argiris Archakis) and the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 
(Hinskens a.o.) 

Summer 2010 
Development and teaching of a PhD course: ‘Ethnolects: Backgrounds, settings, design and 
significance.’ University of Hamburg, Germany 

January 2013 
Development and teaching of a PhD course: ‘Some recent trends in the sociolinguistic study 
of language variation and change’, Universiteit Leiden, for LOT, the Dutch national PhD 
programme for linguistics. 

January 2014 
With KNAW Visiting Professor Gregory Guy PhD (New York University), organization of 
an international workshop on ‘International workshop on Dialect Coherence Are language 
varieties coherent?’, Meertens Instituut, Amsterdam 

2015-2016 
With Rosemary Orr, Borja Martinovic (both U Utrecht), David van Leeuwen, Stefan 
Grondelaers (both Radboud U, Nijmegen), Arjan van Hessen (U Twente), Dirk de Bekker, 
Sander Nieuwenhuijsen (NTR, Dutch national public TV)  
organisation and design of the crowd-sourcing project ‘Sprekend Nederland’ 

2016- 
Coordinator of the Dutch branch of a longitudinal, multi-method survey into the position of 
the Dutch language in the Dutch, Flemish and Surinamese societies (‘Staat van het 
Nederlands’), initiated by the Taalunie (the body counseling the Dutch and Flemish 
governments in policy issues concerning the Dutch language) 

2017-2020 
Member and chairman, respectively, of two taskforces (‘Werkgroepen’) installed by the 
Taalunie: recommendations on the view on language variation, and on standard language and 
language variation in education, respectively. Video: https://taalunie.org/actueel/146/hoe-
gaan-we-om-met-standaardtaal-en-talige-diversiteit-in-het-onderwijs 

2019- 
Member of the Scientific Committee of the Societas Linguistica Europaea 

February 2019 – present 
Professor of Language Variation and Language Contact, Centre for Language Studies, Faculty 
of Arts, Radboud University, Nijmegen 

   September / October 2021 
with Marc van Oostendorp (Meertens Instituut, Radboud Universiteit). 
 Organization of the third edition of the international Afrikaans Grammar Workshop (AGW 3);          
hybrid. Amsterdam   

  



December 2022 
With Janine Berns and Peter de Swart (Radboud Universiteit)  
Organisation of ‘Language variation as the hub in linguistics: its research agenda and its   
interconnectedness to other linguistic domains’. Interdisciplinary workshop on language variation, 
8-9 December 2022 @Radboud University.  
www.ru.nl/cls/our-research/research-groups/language-variation-4d/language-variation-hub-
linguistics-its-research/ 
 Spring 2023 
MA-course in phonology for the first batch of MA-students of Dutch language and literature  
at the Anton de Kom Universiteit, Paramaribo, Suriname. March 27 – April 7 
 
 

  PhD-students 
Past: 

● Daria Dynowska (Universität Leipzig, G.) – Contrastrive morphological analyses of 
corpora of Dutch, German and Polish newspaper articles. Defense (magna cum laude) 28. 
October 2002 
● Kathy Rys (Universiteit Gent, B.) – Phonological aspects of the acquisition of a second 
dialect. Prof. Dr. Johan Taeldeman, Prof. Dr. Steven Gillis and Prof. Dr. Marc van 
Oostendorp were the other supervisors. Defense 9. May 2007 
● Mathilde Jansen (Meertens Instituut / VU University, Amsterdam) – Language and identity 
on the Waddenzee Isles. Prof. Dr. Marc van Oostendorp was the other supervisor. Defense 8. 
April 2010 
● Matt Coler-Thayer (VU University, Amsterdam) – A synchronic study of Aymara 
morphophonology, its dialectal variation, and a search for its historical origin. Prof. Dr. Leo 
Wetzels and Prof. Dr. Willem Adelaar were the other supervisors. Defense 18. December 
2010 
● Sandra Döring (Universität Leipzig, G.) – Prosodic and grammatical aspects of 
parentheticals. Prof. Dr. Günther Öhlschläger was the other supervisor. Defense 28. April 
2011 
● Linda van Meel (Radboud Universiteit, Nijmegen) – Phonological aspects of Turkish and 
Moroccan ethnolects of Dutch. Prof. Dr. Roeland van Hout was the other supervisor. Defense 
15. March 2016 
● Etske Ooijvaar (Meertens Instituut) – Articulatory and acoustic properties of the realization 
of post-vocalic liquids in a group of Hollandic dialects of Dutch. Prof. Dr. Marc van 
Oostendorp was the other supervisor. Defense 16 May 2023 

Present: 
● Emmie Hoebens (Radboud Universiteit, Nijmegen) – Language and culture of the 
Mennonite community of Ejido Salamanca, Quintana Roo, Mexico. Prof. Dr. Nicoline van 
der Sijs (Radboud Universiteit) is the other supervisor 
● Athanasia Nikolopouloou (University of Patras, Radboud Universiteit, Nijmegen) – A 
hundred years of phonological convergence of Pontic Greek to Standard Modern Greek. Prof. 
Dr. Marc van Oostendorp (Radboud Universiteit) is the other supervisor  
 

 
Education 

1993  
PhD (cum laude), University of Nijmegen. 
Dissertation: 'Dialect levelling in Limburg. Structural and sociolinguistic aspects'. 
Supervisors: Prof. A.M. Hagen (Department of General Linguistics and Dialectology, 
University of Nijmegen), Prof. P.C. Muysken (Department of General Linguistics, University 
of Amsterdam), Dr. R.W.N.M. van Hout (Research Group on Language and Minorities, 
University of Tilburg). 

  



1983 
MA (cum laude) in General Linguistics, with minors in Mass Communication and 
Educational Sciences, University of Amsterdam. 
Thesis: 'Neutraliteitsstrategieën. Een verkennende studie' ('Strategies of neutrality. An 
explorative study'). Supervisors: Prof. P.C. Muysken and Dr. N.S. Smith (Department of 
General Linguistics, University of Amsterdam). 

1979 
BA and Teaching certificate in Dutch Linguistics and Literature. University of Utrecht 

 

 

Professional affiliations and memberships 
Algemene Vereniging voor Taalwetenschap 
Deutsche  Gesellschaft  für Sprachwissenschaft 
Internationale Gesellschaft für die Dialektologie des Deutschen 
Internationale Vereniging voor Neerlandistiek 
Linguistic Society of America  
Maatschappij der Nederlandse Letterkunde  
Societas Linguistica Europaea 
Society for Caribbean Linguistics 
Vereniging voor Dialectwetenschap 
corresponding member of the Onderzoekscentrum voor Meertaligheid (Research Centre on 
 Multilingualism) of the Catholic University of Brussels 

 
 
 

Manuscript reviews for a.o.  
Acta Linguistica Hafniensia  
Diachronica 
Folia Linguistica 
International Journal of the Sociology of Language  
International Journal of Bilingualism 
Journal of Germanic Linguistics 
Journal of Linguistic Geography  
Journal of Linguistics  
Journal of Pidgin and Creole Languages  
Laboratory Phonology 
Language Dynamics and Change  
Language in Society 
Language Variation and Change  
Linguistics 
Linguistics in the Netherlands  
LitNet Akademies (Geesteswetenskappe) 
Nederlandse Taalkunde  
neerlandistiek.nl 
Taal en Tongval 
Tijdschrift voor Nederlandse Taal- en Letterkunde  
Werkwinkel 
Zeitschrift für Dialektologie und Linguistik 

 
 
 
  



Editorial activities 
Bendrinė kalba (‘Standard Language’ –Lithuanian– journal) 
Diachronica (journal) - member editorial board 
Handelingen van de Koninklijke Zuid-Nederlandse Maatschappij voor Nederlandse Taal- en 

Letterkunde en Geschiedenis (journal) - member editorial board 
neerlandistiek.nl (journal) - member editorial board  
Taal en tongval (journal) - member editorial board 
Tijdschrift voor Nederlandse Taal- en Letterkunde (journal) - linguistics editor 2004-2009  
Zeitschrift für Dialektologie und Linguistik (journal) - member editorial board 
Benjamins book series Studies in Language Variation (SiLV) - founder and editor (with P. 

Auer and P. Kerswill) 
 
 
Reviews and evaluations of grant proposals and the like for 

Agence National de la Recherche (France) 
Canada Council for the Arts 
Deutsche Forschungsgesellschaft (DFG / Germany) 
Fonds zur Förderung der wissenschaftlichen Forschung (Austria) 
Fonds voor Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek (FWO / Flanders, Belgium) 
Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Belgium 
Nederlandse Organisatie voor Zuiver Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek (ZWO) / Nederlandse 

Organisatie voor Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek (NWO) 
Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF / Switzerland) 
National Research Foundation (South Africa) 

 
 

Member of or adviser for search committees / appointment committees at the universities of  
Bern, Switzerland 
Bloomington, Indiana, USA 
Burnaby / Vancouver, Canada 
Freiburg i.Br., Germany 
Leipzig, Germany 
Lancaster, UK  
Luxembourg  
Nicosia, Cyprus  
Oldenburg, Germany 
Oxford, UK 
Vilnius / Kaunas, Lithuania 
 
 
Member of international scientific committees 
 of the biennial International Conference on Language Variation in Europe (ICLaVE) 
 of the biennial Afrikaans Grammar Workshop (AGW) 
 of the yearly conference of the Societas Linguistica Europaea (SLE)  
 

 
More 
 in the Meertens Instituut annual reports, online via 
http://www.meertens.knaw.nl/jaarverslag/ 
 at the website of Radboud Universiteit Nijmegen, Faculty of Arts 
https://www.ru.nl/personen/hinskens-f/ 



TALKS from 2002 onwards 
 
 

(2002). ‘Deletieprocessen in lecten en dochtertalen van het Nederlands’. Meertens Instituut, 
Amsterdam, May 17 

 
(2002) in collaboration with J. van de Weijer, ‘Patterns of segmental modification in 
consonant inventories: contrastive vs. redundant systems’. Linguistics and Phonetics 2002 
(LP2002), Meikai University, Tokyo, September 6 

 
(2002) ‘Ubach over Worms. Bouwstenen voor de sociolinguïstische biografie van een 
dorpsgemeenschap die er nooit één geweest is’. Meertens Instituut, Amsterdam, December 
19. 

 
(2003) ‘n-Tilgung in ripuarischen Dialekten des Niederländischen. Interne und externe 
Konditionierung, phonologische und soziolinguistische Aspekte’. Deutscher Sprachatlas en 
Institut für germanistische Sprachwissenschaft, Philips-Universität, Marburg, Duitsland, 
January 24 

 
(2003) ‘Local dependence between dialect features; a blind angle in variation studies’. 2nd 
International Conference on Language Variation in Europe ICLaVE 2, Uppsala, Zweden, 
June 12 

 
(2003) ‘Patterns of segmental modification in consonantal inventories; contrastive vs 
redundant systems and phonology vs phonetics’. TIN-dag / Linguistics in the Netherlands 
conference, Algemene Vereniging voor Taalwetenschap, Utrecht, February 1 

 
(2003) ‘Segmental modification. Distribution, status and economy’. Taalkunde (Staff seminar 
Grammatical Models Group, CLS), Universiteit Tilburg, Tilburg, September 11 

 
(2003) ‘Segmental modification. Distribution, status and economy’. Departament de Filologia 
Catalana, Universitat de Barcelona, Barcelona, Spain, September 6 

 
(2003) invited plenary talk ‘Dialectgrenzen, taalgrenzen en staatsgrenzen’, Symposium 
'Sprache an der Grenze', KU Nijmegen & Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universität Bonn, 
Venlo, May 16 

 
(2004) in collaboration with Marc van Oostendorp, ‘/nt/, /nd/ en thee’. Meertens Instituut, 
Amsterdam, April 6 

 
(2004) in collaboration with Jeroen van de Weijer, ‘Patterns of segmental complexity in 
consonantal inventories’. TIN-dag /Linguistics in the Netherlands conference, Algemene 
Vereniging voor Taalwetenschap, Utrecht, February 7 

 
(2004) in collaboration with Jeroen van de Weijer. ‘Segmental markedness and complexity. 
A cross-linguistic study of consonantal inventories. GLOW 27, Thessaloniki, Greece, April 
18 



(2004) in collaboration with. Marc van Oostendorp, ‘Deleted consonants and morphological 
complexity in Limburg dialects of Dutch’. The 12th Manchester Phonology Meeting, 
Manchester, England, May 22 

 
(2004) ‘Nieuwe regenboogkleuren. Jonge typen niet-standaardtaal en hun taalkundig 
belang’. Inaugural address, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, September 24 

 
(2005) ‘Subtractive pluralization in Limburg dialects of Dutch?’ Taalkunde 
onderzoekszwaartepunt "The architecture of the human language faculty”, Vrije Universiteit 
Amsterdam, December 8 

 
(2006) invited plenary talk ‘New types of non-standard Dutch’, Standard, variation and 
language contact in the Germanic languages, University College London & King's College 
London, London, March 24 

 
(2006) in collaboration with B. Hermans, ‘What Limburg centralizing diphthongs may tell 
us’. 2. Internationaler Kongress für Dialektologie des Deutschen, Internationale Gesellschaft 
für Dialektologie des Deutschen (IGDD), Wenen, Austria, September 21 

 
(2006) ‘Het modelleren van fonologische variatie in de GTR-database’. Meertens Instituut, 
Amsterdam, June 7 

 
(2006) in collaboration with M. van Oostendorp, ‘Modelling phonological variation in a 
mega-database for Dutch dialects’. New Ways of Analyzing Variation (NWAV) 35, Columbus, 
Ohio, VS, November 11. Internet: http://www.ling.ohio-state.edu/NWAV/. 

 

(2007) in collaboration with M. van Oostendorp, ‘Segmental inventories and T-orders: 
Evidence from Dutch dialects’. GLOW XXX workshop on Segment Inventories, CASTL, 
University of Tromso, Tromso, Norway, April 11 
http://www.hum.uit.no/glow/ 

 

(2007) in collaboration with M. van Oostendorp, ‘Sources of phonological variation in a 
large database for Dutch dialects’. 4th International Conference on Language Variation in 
Europe (ICLaVE 4), Nicosia, Cyprus, June 19. Internet: http://www.ucy.ac.cy/~iclave4/. 

 

(2007) ‘Kwantitatieve benaderingen in het taal- en letterkundig onderzoek. Een ruwe 
inleidende schets’. Symposium georganiseerd door F. Hinskens en K. van Dalen-Oskam 
(Huygens Instituut, Den Haag). Kwantitatieve benaderingen in het taal- en letterkundige 
onderzoek en elders in de geesteswetenschap, Meertens Instituut, Amsterdam, June 28. 
Internet: 
http://www.meertens.knaw.nl/cms/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=142521& 
Itemid=70. 

 

(2007) ‘Studying emerging ethnolects of Dutch: Questions, methods and first findings’. 10th 
International Pragmatics Conference, Gothenborg, Sweden, July 9. Internet: 
http://ipra.ua.ac.be/main.aspx?c=*CONFERENCE2006&n=1295. 

 

(2007) invited plenary talk ‘Investigating emerging ethnolects of Dutch: methods and first 
findings’, UK Language Variation and Change conference (UKLVC6), Lancaster, UK, 
September 11. Internet: http://www.ling.lancs.ac.uk/uklvc/index.htm. 



(2008) in collaboration with W. Heeringa, ‘Sound change in Dutch dialects: 1874 versus 
1996’, Sociolinguistics Symposium 17. VU April 5 

 
(2008) in collaboration with W. Heeringa, ‘Klankverandering in Nederlandse dialecten: 1874 
versus 1996’, Symposium Taal- en Spraakvariatie, georganiseerd door de Nederlandse 
Vereniging voor Fonetische Wetenschappen (VFW), June 5 

 
(2008) in collaboration with W. Heeringa, ‘From dialect to regiolect: the measurement of 
sound change in Dutch dialects’. The Thirteenth International Conference on Methods in 
Dialectology (Methods XIII), Leeds (UK), August 8 

 
(2008) in collaboration with W. Heeringa, ‘The measurement of Dutch dialect change: 
Lexicon versus sound components’. Freiburg, Germany, FRIAS conference on 
Dialectological and folk dialectological concepts of space, November 28 

 
(2008) in collaboration with W. Heeringa, ‘From dialect to regiolect: the measurement of 
sound change in Dutch dialects’. Leeds, UK, Methods in Dialectology XIII, August 8 

 
(2009) ‘Lexically diffuse sound change. The sociophonology of the undead’, 5th 
International Conference on Language Variation in Europe (ICLaVE 5), University of 
Copenhagen, 26 June 

 
(2009) ‘Lexically diffuse sound change. The sociophonology of the undead’, 19th 
International Conference on Historic Linguistics (ICHL 19), Radboud Universiteit, 
Nijmegen, August 10-15 

 
(2009) ‘De historische verzwakking en deletie van intervocalische / intersonorantische 
stemhebbende obstruenten in het Afrikaans’, Symposium Standaardtalen in beweging, 
Universiteit Leiden, August 19-21 

 
(2009) Invited plenary talk ‘Koineisation in the present-day Dutch dialect landscape. 
Questions, findings and more questions’, Taal & Tongval colloquium on Linguistic and 
extra- linguistic factors in the formation of regiolects, Ghent, Belgium, November 20 

 
(2009) in collaboration with W. Heeringa, ‘Changes in Dutch Dialect Varieties. How does 
Production Relate to Perception?’ Workshop on Production, Perception and Attitude, 
Universiteit Leuven, Belgium, April 2 

 
(2009) in collaboration with W. Heeringa, ‘The measurement of Dutch dialect change: 
Lexicon versus morphology versus sound components’. Taal & Tongval colloquium on 
Linguistic and extra-linguistic factors in the formation of regiolects, Ghent, Belgium, 
November 20 

 
(2009) in collaboration with B. Hermans, ‘How democratic are paradigms?’, 3. Kongress der 
Internationalen Gesellschaft für Dialektologie des Deutschen (IGDD 09), Universität Zürich, 
Switzerland, September 7-9 

 
(2010) in collaboration with H. Bennis, ‘What some two thousand speakers think about some 
ten morphosyntactic features of modern spoken standard Dutch. First outcomes of a web- 



based questionnaire’, Workshop for P. Muysken’s 60th birthday, Radboud U Nijmegen, April 
14 

 
(2010) in collaboration with H. Bennis, ‘What some two thousand speakers think about some 
ten morphosyntactic features of modern spoken standard Dutch. First outcomes of a web- 
based questionnaire’, Onderzoeksgroep Variatielinguïstiek, Meertens Instituut, June 14 

 
(2010) in collaboration with H. Bennis & W. Heeringa, ‘Recognition of country and dialect 
group from dialect stimuli and the effects of native speakerness and expertise. A preliminary 
study’, Amsterdam, Workshop Meertens meets Somali, Meertens Instituut, June 18 

 
(2010) in collaboration with H. Bennis & W. Heeringa, ‘De rol van moedertaalsprekers en 
experts bij het bepalen van de herkomst van een spreker’, Amsterdam, onderzoeksgroep 
Variatielinguistiek, Meertens Instituut. December 6 

 
(2010) in collaboration with W. Heeringa, ‘Convergence between dialect varieties and dialect 
groups in the Dutch dialect area’. Methods in Dialectology 14. London, Ontario, Canada, 
August 2-6 

 
(2011) invited plenary talk ‘Four decades of study of synchronic variation in varieties of 
Dutch. A sketch’. Hamburg, Workshop LiMA meets Holland: relevant research from the 
Dutch speaking space, Universität Hamburg, Germany, January 24 

 
(2011) invited plenary talk ‘Despite or because of intensive contact? Internal and external 
aspects of divergence in modern dialects and ethnolects of Dutch’, Workshop Stability and 
divergence in language contact, Universität Hamburg, Germany, November 3 

 
(2011) in collaboration with H. Bennis, ‘Non-standard inflection in spoken standard Dutch. 

First findings from a large web-based questionnaire’, 6th International Conference on 
Language Variation in Europe (ICLaVE 6), Freiburg i.Br., Germany, June 28 – July 1 

 
(2011) in collaboration with W. Heeringa, ‘Dutch dialect change in lexis, morphology and 
sound components’. FRIAS / Universität Freiburg, Germany, Workshop on Cross-linguistic 
and language-internal variation in text and speech: focus on the joint analysis of multiple 
characteristics, February 9 

 
(2011) in collaboration with W. Heeringa, ‘Convergence between dialect varieties and 

dialect groups in the Dutch dialect area. Structural aspects’. Meertens Instituut, Amsterdam, 
T-/A-lezing. November 10 

 
(2011) in collaboration with L. van Meel, ‘Patterns of variation in Dutch ethnolects: 
linguistic, stylistic and social factors in the realization of /z/’. Georgetown University, 
Washington DC, VS, New Ways of Analyzing Variation 40 (NWAVE40), October 30 

 
(2012) ‘The life cycle of sound change. Interconnecting three approaches.’ Lecture Freiburg 
Institute for Advanced Studies (FRIAS) / Universität Freiburg. Freiburg i.Br., Germany, June 
27 



(2012) invited plenary talk ‘De historische verzwakking en deletie van intervocalische / 
intersonorantische stemhebbende obstruenten in het Afrikaans’, Seminarie Afrikaans, 
Universiteit Ghent, Belgium, July 3 

 
(2012) in collaboration with W. Heeringa, ‘Visualizing dialect change as such; factoring out 
the role of the standard language’. Conference Advances in Visual Methods for Linguistics, 
York (UK), September 7 

 
(2012) in collaboration with L. van Meel & R. van Hout, ‘Co-variation and varieties in Dutch 
Ethnolects’. Sociolinguistics Symposium 19. Berlin, August 24 

 
(2012) ‘Klemtoonvariatie in bijbelse namen - hoe, waarom en wie’ (Publiekslezing). Utrecht, 
Public lecture on the study of stress assignment in Dutch biblical names – for the participants 
in an online survey. November 17 

 
(2012) ‘The historical lenition and deletion of intervocalic / intersonorant voiced obstruents 
in Afrikaans’. VU / UL Brussel, Workshop Towards a social typology of language contact 
and genesis in the (post-) colonial context using the example of overseas Dutch-based 
varieties. November 23 

 
(2013) in collaboration with B. Koehnlein & M. van Oostendorp, ‘General patterns and 
sociolinguistic variation in Dutch stress assignment. First findings from a recent large-scale 
web survey’. Utrecht, TIN-dag / Linguistics in the Netherlands conference. February 9 

 
(2013) in collaboration with B. Koehnlein & M. van Oostendorp, 2013, juni 28). ‘General 
patterns and sociolinguistic variation in Dutch stress assignment. First findings from a recent 
large-scale web survey’. Trondheim, 7 th International Conference on Language Variation in 
Europe (ICLaVE 7). June 28 

 
(2013) in collaboration with B. Koehnlein & M. van Oostendorp, ‘Dutch stress assignment in 
Biblical names: general patterns and sociolinguistic variation in a large-scale web survey’. 
Genève, Workshop on "Word stress: dialectal variation and perception" in International 
Congress of Linguists (ICL). July 25 

 
(2013) in collaboration with L. van Meel & R. van Hout, ‘Variation in the realization of /Ei/ 
by Dutch youngsters: dialects and ethnolects?’ Trondheim, International Conference on 
Language Variation in Europe (ICLaVE 7). June 28 

 
(2013) in collaboration with L. van Meel, R. van Hout & P. Muysken, ‘Modern Moroccan 
and Turkish ethnolects of Dutch: phonetic and grammatical aspects’. Amsterdam, Workshop 
Creoles and beyond. 2013, August 26 

 
(2013) ‘Jeugdtaal en etnolectische variatie’. Arnhem, tweejaarlijkse studiedag CITO, 
Arnhem, November 26 



(2014). ‘Are language varieties coherent?’ International workshop on Dialect Coherence: 
Are language varieties coherent? Meertens Instituut (KNAW), Amsterdam, January 16 

 
(2014) ‘De levenscyclus van liquidae; enkele aspecten van een intersubdisciplinair 
onderzoeksproject’. Meertens Instituut, Amsterdam, June 11 

 
(2014) in collaboration with W Heeringa, ‘Visualizing dialect change as such; factoring out 
the role of the standard language’. Methods in Dialectology 15, Groningen, August 13 

 
(2015) in collaboration with R. van Hout & P. Muysken, ‘Moroccan Dutch and Turkish 
Dutch ethnolects: aspects of variation in grammatical gender marking’. TIN-dag / Linguistics 
in the Netherlands conference. Utrecht, February 7 

 
(2015) in collaboration with R. Vandekerckhove (U. Antwerpen), ‘Partly undressed and 
halfway frozen? Stability and coherence in koines and regional standard varieties of Dutch’. 8 
the International Conference on Language Variation in Europe (ICLaVE 8), Leipzig, 
Germany, May 28 

 
(2016) in collaboration with P. Muysken. ‘Ethnolects. Scholarship, some essentials of the 

Roots project and a few findings’. International workshop on New developments in the study 
of migration and ethnolectal variation. Meertens Instituut, Amsterdam, March 14 

(2016) in collaboration with R. van Hout. ‘Morphosyntactic variation in the Roots of 
Ethnolects data, with a focus on grammatical gender.’ International workshop on New 
developments in the study of migration and ethnolectal variation. Meertens Instituut, 
Amsterdam, March 14 

 
(2016) in collaboration with S. Grondelaers & P. Muysken. ‘Perspectives on ethnolect 
research’. Languages in Contact, series of talks, Radboud Universiteit, Nijmegen, April 20 

 
(2016) ‘Surviving Limburg and Hollandic dialect features. Local apparent time and regional 
real time patterns’. Colloquium over 'Koines and regional standard varieties. How does the 
selection of features come about?' gehouden tijdens het internationale Sociolinguistics 
Symposium 21, Murcia, Spain, June 15-18 

 
(2016) invited plenary talk ‘The Afrikaans reduction of medial voiced obstruents: 
determinants, rule typology and origin’, Afrikaans Grammar Workshop, Johannesburg, 
South Africa, 
August 25-26 

 
(2016) invited plenary talk ‘Ethnolects. Where language contact, language acquisition and 
language variation meet’, 7th International Conference on Modern Greek Dialects and 
Linguistic Theory, Rethymno, Crete, Greece, October 6-8 

 
(2017) in collaboration with E. Smidt, ‘Introducing Sprekend Nederland, a recent multi- 
purpose collection of Dutch speech’. TIN-dag / Linguistics in the Netherlands conference, 
Utrecht, February 2 

 
(2017) ‘Ethnolects. Where language contact, language acquisition and dialect variation meet’. 
Department of Linguistics/Faculty of English, Poznan University, Poland, March 16 



(2017) in collaboration with K. Rys over ‘De Staat van het Nederlands. Over de taalkeuzes 
van Nederlanders en Vlamingen in het dagelijks leven’. Amsterdam, Meertens Instituut, T- 
lezing, March 21 

 
(2017) ‘Het onderzoek van taalvariatie, nu en straks’. Farewell symposium for Pieter 
Muysken, Radboud U, Nijmegen, May 23 

 
(2017) discussant in a panel on ‘Dialect and standard in Romance. Convergence, divergence 
and stability’ organisation M. Cerruti (Università di Torino). ICLaVE 9 Málaga, Spain, June 9 

 
(2017) invited plenary talk ‘Mapping the expanding universe of the study of sound change. 
Towards an integrated theory’, 9e International Conference on Language Variation in Europe 
(ICLaVE 9) Málaga, Spanje, June 7 (video registration: http://www.iclave9.uma.site/media 
and https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZvGjHgQL9cI) 

  

(2017) in collaboration with P. Gilles (Université du Luxembourg), ‘Variable and not-so- 
variable word-final n-deletion in Central Franconian. What binds and differentiates the 
members of an old dialect group, now spread out over five countries and as many 
sociolinguistic regimes, and how it may contribute to our understanding of the diachrony of 
sound change’. Farewell workshop for Ben Hermans, Meertens Instituut, Amsterdam, June 
30 

 
(2017) in collaboration with N. Smith (UvAmsterdam; U Wien), ‘Two former Dutch 
cryptolects, and their deep grammatical relationship with similar replacive languages and 
Sinti Romani’. Mixed Languages Colloquium, Universität Bremen, September 28 

 
(2017) in collaboration with P. Gilles (Université du Luxembourg), ‘Die Struktur und die 
mutmassliche diachronische Entfaltung der n-Tilgung in den Mittelfränkischen 
Sprachvarietäten’. Phonetik und Phonologie im deutschsprachigen Raum, Humboldt- 
Universität zu Berlin, September 29 

 
(2018) in collaboration with P. Gilles (Université du Luxembourg), ‘Distribution and 
diachrony of word-final n-deletion in Central Franconian dialects of Dutch, German and 
Luxembourgish’. TIN-dag / Linguistics in the Netherlands conference, Utrecht, February 3 

 
(2018) in collaboration with D. van Leeuwen, ‘Sprekend Nederland, a recent multi-purpose 
collection of Dutch speech’. Lorentz Workshop Citizen Science Lab – Sampling Language 
and Culture, Leiden, April 4 

 
(2018) invited plenary talk ‘Mapping the expanding universe of the study of sound change. 
Towards an integrated theory’, 5th Patras International Conference of Graduate students in 
Linguistics (PICGL5), Patras, Greece, May 29  

 
(2018) invited plenary talk ‘Dialectology and the study of language variation. Quo vadis?’ 
Plenary talk at the IXth Congress of the International Society for Dialectology and 
Geolinguistics, 23-27 July, Vilnius, Lithuania 

 
(2018) in collaboration with W. Heeringa (Fryske Akademy/ RU Groningen), ‘Explaining 
Dutch dialect change’. IXth Congress of the International Society for Dialectology and 
Geolinguistics, 23-27 July, Vilnius, Lithuania 



(2018) in collaboration with W. Heeringa (Fryske Akademy / RU Groningen), ‘Common 
Developments of Japanese and Dutch Dialectology: Computational dialectology in the 
Netherlands’. IXth Congress of the International Society for Dialectology and Geolinguistics, 
23-27 July, Vilnius, Lithuania 

 
(2018) in collaboration with P. Gilles (Université du Luxembourg), ‘The structure and 
diachronic development of n-deletion in Central Franconian varieties’. 51st Annual Meeting 
of the Societas Linguistica Europaea, 29 August–1st September, Tallinn, Estonia 

 
(2018) in collaboration with L. de Ridder-Scherpenisse (LOI), ‘Jan Stroop en de vrouwen’. 
Symposium for Jan Stroop at his 80th birthday. Meertens Instituut (KNAW), Amsterdam, 28 
September 

 

(2018) in collaboration with M. van Oostendorp (Meertens Instituut), ‘Afrikaans tonic schwa. 
Many questions, few answers’. Afrikaans Grammar Workshop 2, Gent, België, 5-6 October 

 

(2018) ‘De toekomst van de dialecten en de dialectologie van de toekomst’. Taal & Tongval 
Colloquium ‘Dialectologie zonder dialecten’. Gent, België, 7 December 

 
(2019) in collaboration with Johan de Caluwe ‘The State of Dutch 2016–2018 - … A 
language survey for Dutch in the Netherlands, Belgium and Suriname’. International 
Conference on Minority Languages Leeuwarden, May 22-24 

 
(2019) in collaboration with Cefas van Rossem, ‘Return to sender: the development of a 
polyvalent VIDC pronoun from the 18th until the 20th century’. 19th Annual Conference of 
the Association of Portuguese and Spanish-lexified Creoles & Summer Conference of the 
Society for Pidgin and Creole Linguistics, Lisbon, June 17-19 

 
(2019) in collaboration with Peter Gilles, ‘Two processes of word-final n-deletion in Central 
Franconian dialects, their distribution, their conditioning and what keeps them together, 
underground and at the surface’. 10th International Conference on Language Variation in 
Europe (ICLaVE 10), Leeuwarden, June 26-28 

 
(2019) ‘Do grammar and lexical frequencies meet?’. 10th International Conference on 
Language Variation in Europe (ICLaVE 10), Leeuwarden, June 26-28 

 
(2019) in collaboration with Kathy Rys, ‘Staat van het Nederlands 2018.Over de taalkeuzes 
van Surinamers in het dagelijks leven en meer over die van Nederlanders en Vlamingen’. 
Amsterdam, Meertens Instituut, September 16 

 
(2019) ‘Publiekspresentatie Staat van het Nederlands 2’, Breda, September 17 

 
(2019) invited plenary talk ‘A seven-league boots seightseeing tour through past and present 
of Standard Dutch. With special attention for the ever changing norms’. International 
Conference Linguistic Diversity in the Modern World: Language Power and Prestige, 
Vilnius, Lithuania, October 3-5   
 



(2019) ‘Staat van het Nederlands 2018. Over de taalkeuzes van Surinamers in het dagelijks 
leven en meer over die van Nederlanders en Vlamingen’. Drongo, Nijmegen, October 25 
 
(2019) ‘Koetjes, kalfjes en andere diertjes in Ripuarië e.o.’ Amsterdam, Meertens Instituut - 
Publiekssymposium Boerderij 
 
(2019) in collaboration with Norval Smith, ‘Pottefers Cant, Groenstraat Bargoens, and the 
development of ‘have’ and ‘be’ in the wider context of contact’. Language Contact Symposium 
in honour of Pieter Muysken, Amsterdam, December 6 

 
(2020) ‘Een varifocale kijk op taalvariatie en taalcontact’. Inaugural address, Radboud 
Universiteit Nijmegen, February 14 

 
(2020) because of corona crisis postponed invited plenary talks in  
● Kaunas, Lithuania, international conference MultiMeDialecTranslation 8 – Dialect 
Translation in Multimedia. Vilnius University Kaunas, 7-9 May  
● Málaga, Spain, lectures for ReMA students and PhD students linguistics of the Universidad 
de Málaga, 27 May  
● Zürich, Switserland, 2020,  international workshop The sounds of Multiethnolects,  
Universität Zürich, 11-12 June 

 
(2020)  Online  
● two presentations on ‘Staat van het Nederlands 2018. Over de taalkeuzes van Surinamers 
in het dagelijks leven en meer over die van Nederlanders en Vlamingen’ for the Afrikaanse 
Taalraad; 9 September and 27 October (the latter one was announced as ‘Seminaar oor 
taalnavorsing’). Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZgFTb8Gns28 
 
(2021)  Online 
‘Reconsidering the principles guiding language policy in the domain of primary and secondary       
education. The case of Dutch in the Netherlands and Flanders’. Crossroads of Languages and   
Cultures 6 (CLC 6), September 3  
 
(2021)  Online  
‘Publiekspresentatie Staat van het Nederlands 3’, October 12 
 
(2022)  Online 
‘Variation in prepositional phrases with R-pronouns in Moroccan and Turkish ethnolectal Dutch’.  
PI-group ‘Language Variation in 4D’ CLS Radboud Universiteit, January 26  
 
(2022) invited guest lecture ‘500 years of Standard Dutch. A concise sketch’. Programma de 
doctorado en lingüística, literatura y traducción. Máster en estudios superiores de lengua 
Española. Universidad de Málaga, March 22 
 
(2022) invited guest lecture: ‘The future of dialects and the dialectology of the future. Some 
considerations’. Programma de doctorado en lingüística, literatura y traducción. Máster en 
estudios superiores de lengua Española. Universidad de Málaga, March 23  
 
(2022)  invited talk ‘The internal conditioning of s-palatalisation in Moroccan and Turkish 
ethnolectal Dutch and its social patterning.’ Multiethnolect Workshop, University of Zürich, 
Switzerland, 9-10 June 
 
(2022) in collaboration with Norval Smith, W. Heeringa – Dialect perception versus dialect 
production: how are they related? Methods in Dialectology xvii, Mainz, 1-5 augustus 



GRANT APPLICATIONS from 2004 onwards 
 
 

(2004) in collaboration with P. van Reenen, J. Taeldeman & G. de Schutter, H. Bennis, F. 
Weerman: ‘Databank van veertiende-eeuwse niet-literaire Nederlandse teksten. Opbouw en 
linguïstisch onderzoek.’ (2004-2007), VNC. Succesful. 

 
(2004) in collaboration with G. Rowicka & L. Chen (U Leiden): ‘Mohawk English. 
Ethnically-marked speech as spoken by mono- and bilinguals.’ (2004-2009), NWO. Not 
succesful. 

 
(2004) ‘Vernieuwing vragenlijsten.’ (2004-2005), KNAW, Investeringen B. Succesful. 

 
(2004) in collaboration with P. Muysken: ‘The roots of ethnolects: an experimental 
comparative study.’ (2005-2008), NWO. Succesful. 

 
(2006) in collaboration with W.L. Wetzels & W. Adelaar: ‘Aymara morphophonology, 
constants and variation.’ (2007-2010), VU / NWO Toptalent. Succesful. 

 
(2007) in collaboration with W. Heeringa: ‘From dialect to regiolect: how this change is 
reflected in the production and perception of the speakers.’ (2007-2011), NWO, VENI. 
Succesful. 

 
(2009) in collaboration with H. Bennis & J. Nerbonne (RUGroningen): nominating Dr. Ing. 
W. Heeringa for a Distinguished Lorentz Fellowship (KNAW). Not succesful. 

 
(2010) in collaboration with W. Heeringa, ‘Towards an index of linguistic independence of 
dialects and ethnolects: the comparison of groups and ages.’ (2011-2012), NIAS / KNAW, 
Lorentz Fellowship. Not succesful. 

 
(2010) in collaboration with S. Aalberse, P. Muysken (beiden Radboud Universiteit) & L. 
Cornips, ‘Multined. MULTILINGUAL NETHERLANDS’ for the ‘curation’ of data from T- 
Cult, Roots of Ethnolects, Dutch Bilingual Database etc. (2011-2012), CLARIN. Not 
succesful 

 
(2010) in collaboration with W.L. Wetzels (VU), Phonological Variation in Northeastern 
Brazil. A Comparative Structural and Sociophonological Study of the Rural Variety of 
Tejucupapo and the Urban Variety of Recife.’ (2012-2016), NWO, Klein Programma. Not 
succesful. Later submitted at UFPE, Recife, Brazil - successfully 

 
(2012) in collaboration with R. Vandekerckhove: ‘Regional standard Dutch; standard Dutch 
version 2.0.’ (2013-2017), FWO&NWO. Not succesful. 

 
(2012) ‘KNAW Visiting Professorship for G.R. Guy (New York University).’ (2013-2014), 
KNAW, Visiting Professors Programma. Successful 

 

(2013) in collaboration with D. Aliukaite (Institute of the Lithuanian Language, Vilnius, 
Lithuania), S. Tsiplakou (Open University of Cyprus, Nicosia), J. Villena Ponsoda 
(University of Malaga, Spain): ‘Spoken heritage. Traditional dialects, how they dissolve and 



yet live on. A comparative approach to the emergence of regional dialects and regional 
standards - and the social meanings of these processes (SPOHER).’ (2014-2016), JPI - JHEP 
JOINT PILOT TRANSNATIONAL CALL. Not succesful 

 
(2014) in collaboration with W.L. Wetzels, NWO – Vrije Competitie Geesteswetenschappen. 
Not succesful 

 
(2015) in collaboration with A. Ghimenton (Sorbonne, Paris) & G. de Vogelaer (U. Münster) 
Open Research Area (collaboration NL/NWO, Germany/DFG, France/ANR, Great 
Britain/ESRC - to further social sciences) coordinated Dutch-German-French research;). Not 
succesful 

 
(2015) in collaboration with N. van der Sijs and M. van Oostendorp, NWO – Vrije 
Competitie Geesteswetenschappen. Vooraanmelding. Not succesful 

 
(2015) in collaboration with H. Bennis (Meertens Instituut / UvAmsterdam), J. van 
Craenenbroeck (U Leuven), P. Gilles (U Luxembourg), P. Gerard (U Strassbourg), A. Lenz 
(U Wenen) & U. Demske (U Potsdam). Horizon 2020. Not succesful 

 
(2015) Meertens Instituut - internal funding; theme Circulation. Not succesful 

 
(2016) in collaboration with B. Hermans & M. van Oostendorp. NWO – Vrije Competitie 
Geesteswetenschappen: vooraanmelding. Not succesful 

 
(2016) in collaboration with M. van Oostendorp & N. van der Sijs. NWO – Vrije Competitie 
Geesteswetenschappen. Not succesful 

 
(2016) in collaboration with A. van den Bosch (Radboud U, Nijmegen, then almost Meertens 
Instituut), ADAH (Clariah/eScience) on ‘Studying the recycling of ethnolect and dialect 
features and automating data extraction for variationist analyses of conversational speech’. 
Not succesful 

 
(2017) in collaboration with G. de Vogelaer (Universität Münster) & Anna Ghimenton 
(Université de Lyon). Open Research Area (ORA) on ‘Borders, shifting identities and 
language behavior (BoSILaB)’. Not succesful 

 
(2017) in collaboration with A. van den Bosch, L. Cornips (Meertens Instituut), H. van de 
Velde & E. Hoekstra (Fryske Akademy), ‘Meertaligheid en taalvermenging in Fryslân’. 
KNAW Onderzoeksfonds. Not succesful 

 
(2017) in collaboration with D. van Leeuwen (Radboud U), M. Wieling (RUGroningen) J. 
Oomen (NIBeeld&Geluid), on ‘Gewoon en bijzonder. De ontsluiting van de Sprekend 
Nederland-data voor documentatie, onderzoek en publieksvoorlichting’. KIEM / Creatieve 
Industrie. Succesful 

 
(2018) in collaboration with A. van den Bosch, N. van der Sijs, G. Postma & M. van 
Oostendorp (and all other senior linguists at the Meertens Instituut): KNAW Ozsfonds on 
‘Het Nederlands veraf en toch dichtbij’. Not succesfull 



(2018) in collaboration with L. Cheng (U Leiden) and Enoch Aboh (UvAmsterdam), Work 
Package ‘Theoretical modelling of multilingual grammars’ in an NWO Zwaartekracht-
application. Not succesfull 

 
(2019) in collaboration with P. Boersma (UvAmsterdam), E. Bos (Hogeschool Noord 
Holland), A. van den Bosch, S. Grondelaers (Radboud U Nijmegen), N. Haug Hilton 
(RUGroningen), H. van den Heuvel (Radboud U Nijmegen), D. van Leeuwen (Radboud U 
Nijmegen), R. Ordelman (UUtrecht), K. Truong (U Twente), & M. Wieling (RUGroningen) 
plus Taalunie, Instituur voor de Nederlandse Taal, Tresoar, Centrum Groninger Taal en 
Cultuur, Huus van de Taol, St. Cultureel Erfgoed Zeeland, Raod veur ’t Limburgs, Telecats, 
Readspeaker, Novolearning: ‘Versatile Dutch’ for NWA route Levend Verleden. Not 
succesful. 

 
(2020) in collaboration with M. van Oostendorp: ‘Surinaams Nederlands: etnische variatie en 
standaardisatie buiten Europa’. KNAW Onderzoeksfonds. Not succesful. 

 
(2020) in collaboration with X. Henar and M. van Oostendorp: 'Surinamese Dutch: ethnic variation 
and standardization outside of Europe': CLS PhD position. Not succesful.  

 
(2020) in collaboration with S. Grondelaers: ‘De palatalisering van /s/ voor velaire fricatieven in 
Marokkaans en Turks Nederlands.’ CLS Small Research Grant. Succesful.   

 
(2021) in collaboration with M. van Oostendorp: ‘Surinaams Nederlands: etnische variatie en 
standaardisatie buiten Europa’. NWO.  Not succesful.  
 


